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NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 23, 2020 

 
 
 

NO ADDITIONAL SCHOOL 
CLOSURES FORESEEN  

AT THIS TIME 
 

 
This afternoon representatives from the City of Clovis, Curry County, and Plains Regional Medical 
Center hosted a press conference to address a rise in COVID-19 cases in the local region. While Clovis 
Municipal Schools was unable to send a representative to the event, questions posed by the community 
were monitored so that District leadership could provide answers.   
 
Among issues discussed were recent amendments to state health orders, which go into effect today, 
Friday, October 23, 2020, and the potential of future school closures.  
 
Based on the amended health order released today by the Office of the Governor, the District sees no 
imminent changes to the operations or status of its schools. 
 
“Businesses that incur four rapid responses – which occur when an employer reports, as required, an 
incidence of COVID-19 in the workplace to the State Environment Department, which oversees state 
occupational health and safety efforts – over a two-week period will be required to close for two 
weeks,” the order states. “This closure requirement will apply to food and drink establishments, close-
contact businesses, retail spaces, and places of lodging.” 
 
Based upon the language of this amendment, schools are exempted from closure based on case 
numbers.  
 
Additionally, at this time the District does not anticipate transition out of the Hybrid Mode and back 
into Remote Mode at the elementary level. It bears mention, however, that the reentry of middle and 
secondary students to in-person classrooms is being hindered by rising cases in our areas.  
 
This increase in cases could have unforeseen implications to education, for instance the need to close 
a school due to COVID-19 causing a shortage of staff and substitute teachers. 
 
Superintendent Renee Russ said Friday, “We encourage the community to help keep schools in session 
by continuing to observe state health orders and take precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
so staff and students can stay in school.” 
 
“We want families to know that this is a difficult time for everyone and to send a reminder about the 
value of the partnership between schools and families. The best way to continue to manage and move 
forward is to communicate and work together to get through these trying times,” Russ said. 
 
Our District maintains an open door philosophy and we extend an ongoing invitation to our families 
and the community to approach us with questions or concerns. Questions can be directed to 575-769-
4300. The District also provides updates on its website www.clovis-schools.org and Facebook page: 
Clovis Municipal Schools District-Offices.   
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